
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



William and Maby Quarterly 55 

HUGH JONES. 

The first English grammar by an American of which the writer 
has learned was written by Hugh Jones, Professor of Mathematics 
in William and Mary, 1724. Since his grammar was published 
in England, it is not commonly listed as an American grammar. 
However, the authorship of a textbook is much more important 
than its place of publication ; hence, Jones' grammar is given the 
place of honor. 

Of this text, it is supposed that only one copy is extant, in 
the British Museum. The book is entitled "A Short English 
Grammar, An Accidence to the English Tongue." It consists of 
86 pages in all, made up thus: Half-title, two pages, unnum- 
bered; title, two pages unnumbered; Dedication (to Her Royal 
Highness Wilhelmina Charlotte, Princess of Wales, dated at end 
April 22, 1724) paged III-IV; contents VI-IX; page X unnum- 
bered and blank; Text, pages 1 to 69; pages 70-72, numbered, 
contain a list of hooks printed for John Clarke . . . The 
title page describes Hugh Jones as "lately Mathematical Pro- 
fessor at the College of William and Mary at Williamsburg, in 
Virginia, and Chaplain to the Honorable the Assembly of that 
Colony." 

The British Museum copy is in red morocco binding (con- 
temporaneous) gilt tooled border, with central gilt ornaments. 1 
That Jones' textbook was ever used in American schools is doubt- 
ful. 



i Table of Contents Is as follows: 

Contents of the Division and Use of English Grammar 

Of the Characters and Sounds of English Letters. 

Of the Correction of our Alphabet. 

Of the Organs of Speech and Formation and Use of Great and 
Small Letters. 

Observations upon the Vowles and Consonants. 

Of the Tongs, Brogues and English Tones and Dialects. 

Of the Methods of Learning the True Sound of English Syllables 
and Spelling. 

This information is from a description of the British Museum 
•opy, hy Stevens and Brown, Meriwether, Colonial Curriculum, 151-5. 

The attention of the editors of the magazine has been called t» 
this by Dr. W. A. Montgomery of William and Mary College. 



